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(1974), and vol. 3: VI-VIL: Verbe (1973). 
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4 A New Dictionary of Scientific and Technical Terms: Arabic — English, Compiled and Edited by Ahmad Sh. AI-Khatib 
(Beïrut: Librairie du Liban, 2000). 
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synonyms for an increasing number of concepts, objects, and products becomes palpable. In its 
quest to meet this challenge, the Arabic language is mobilizing its available traditional meth- 
ods in order to create new lexicographic units, which, if necessary, can be complemented by 
a number of innovative techniques. Specifically, this study examines how the Arabic language 
deals with specific aspects of the “term” in its most controversial dimensions, such as abbrevi- 
ated terms, letter-numerical constructions, mixed linguistic units, metaphors, alliterations, and 
similes. The study also discusses methods to invent new roots from borrowed Arabized terms. 


An Introduction to the Skopos Theory by Hans Vermeer and Katharina Reiss 


Lisa Roth 


The Skopos theory is considered one of the most controversial methodologies in the field of 
translation studies. The debates that have been stirred by this theory within translation studies 
cannot be traced without first examining their current state and linking them to the history of the 
theory’s emergence. To this end, this paper mainly focuses on the history and the evolution of 
translation studies in Germany, as well as other specific approaches. Following an explanation of 
the main concepts and aspects of the Skopos theory, Roth focuses on the work of Katharina Reiss 
and Hans Vermeer, and links their work to other authors. After offering a short introduction to the 
evolution of the Skopos theory, Roth also offers a critique of the theory. 


Narration as an Object of Cultural Studies 


Idriss al-Khadrawi 


This study seeks to discuss the contribution of cultural studies to an open-ended criticism based 
on new assumptions that view literature, novels specifically, as a cultural practice that requires 
the ability to connect with the unknown hiding behind the sign. In addition to a focus on the 
specificity of the text as an aesthetic linguistic discourse, this needs an awareness of the wider 
cultural framework in which it is taking place in order to clarify the text and reveal the inher- 
ent modalities within it. The tools and the concept of literary discourse in this type of cultural 
analysis are based on the critical works of Edward Said, viewed as one of the most notable cul- 
tural critics to greatly enrich the field of cultural studies. Thus, the author notes how Said’s use 
of contrapuntal reading to deconstruct the structures of imperialism and the national resistance 
that opposes hegemony, as well as the reflection of the modalities of hegemony and resistance in 
culture, is not merely a new tool for interpreting literature. It is, in fact, a wager on seeking a third 
space that is defined as a horizon for pluralism, dialogue, and human enrichment. 


The Constitutional Question and the Problem of Democratic Transition: 
The Moroccan Case 


Jawad al-Raba 


Building a state on the basis of good governance leads to both the edification of the pillars of a 
good society, and the enshrining of virtue in it. The state is the primary platform upon which the 
social structure stands. It shapes and forms millions of human beings in their appearance and in 
their essence. However, democratic transition should not be viewed from a singular perspective 
to consist solely of the drafting of a democratic constitution and the establishment of institutions. 
Action should take place within the equation of balance and agreement between the political 
realm and the social realm; the social constituents in any state provide the objective circum- 
stances needed for the building of democracy. The study of democracy in its political dimension 
remains lacking if made in isolation from the analysis of its social content. In this vein, al-Raba 
provides an investigation into the constitutional question and the problematic of democratic 
transition, and roots his analysis on the Moroccan case. 
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Rousseau in Arabic: Between Clarity and Opacity in Text 


Albd al-Aziz Labib 


Through an examination of the translation of Rousseau into Arabic, this study addresses the 
question of translation in its entirety. The importance of this study lies in its focus on the transla- 
tion of French works, particularly since the French language was among the first European lan- 
guages to be encountered by the pioneers of the linguistic, literary, and intellectual renaissance 
in Arab countries. Moreover, Rousseau was among the first Western figures to be widely read in 
the Arab world, which led his language to be adapted to Arabic, his symbolisms to Arab symbol- 
isms, and his thought to Arab thought and culture. The study primarily focuses on Rousseau’s 
The Social Contract, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, and The Confessions. 


Standard Amazigh: Between the Invention of a New Language 
and the Manufacturing of Ideological Illusion 


Mohammad al-Koukhi 


This study begins with a historical introduction of the evolution of the “Amazigh question” from 
the late 19605 to the present, and its role in shaping an individual’s consciousness, culture, histo- 
ry, identity, and awareness of self and surrounding. For some, the Amazigh language has become 
the essence of the entire Amazigh question. This paper discusses the controversies surrounding 
the language and the complexities embedded in the question of linguistic identity for the popula- 
tion of the Greater Maghreb. This study is an endeavor to answer questions such as: is Amazigh 
a single language with different dialects, or is it composed of multiple and different languages 
that are bound by common traits? Can we even speak of a unified Amazigh language in the 
context of the great linguistic diversity characterizing the Greater Maghreb? What is behind the 
oft-repeated calls to standardize and regulate this language in preparation for its unification? 


The Phenomenon of l’rab: 
Between Linguistic Conventions and Relations of Proximity 


Abd al-Nabi Hamani 


This study attempts a detailed discussion of the phenomenon of /’rab (conjugation) between lin- 
guistic conventions and relations of proximity through three levels: 7’rab and linguistic conven- 
tions, l’rab and normative linguistic interaction, and J’rab and the task of communication and 
expression. The paper argues that the phenomenon of l'’rab is related to the two poles of clarifica- 
tion and revelation—clarifying the phonetic signs and revealing the linguistic conventions —in 
order to fulfill the ‘“manifest” and the “immanent” needs of the speaker, in accordance with the 
traditions and norms that govern the laws of linguistic communication between this speaker and 
the listener. The /’rab phenomenon has become rooted in the Arabic language, which means that 
it did not content to stay faithful to the origins, but went beyond that to investigate the codes 
of speech by referring phonetics to laws and purposes; thus, the Arabic language is proof of the 
academic theory that is based on the duality of the conjugated language and the mental structure. 
In order to employ it in a manner that best serves the Arabic language and its future prospects, 
this study argues that the l’rab phenomenon is specific to the Arabic language par excellence and 
that it is not only in need of further investigation, but also a rethinking. 
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The Arabic language faces increasing pressure to keep up with accelerating scientific and tech- 
nological discoveries. This is especially noticeable on the level of terms, as the need to find 
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